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SHELECTMEN’S REPORT, 


TAXES ASSESSED IN APRIL, 1876. 


otal amount assessed and committed 
to the Collector, including State, 


County, Town and School tax, $4,813 18 


Dog Tax, 


‘otal amount collected, abatements 


124 00 


——-- $4,987 18 


included, $4,125 05 


Amount not collected, 


812 18 
ee ame PB voc! 


RECEIPTS BY THE SELECTMEN. 


Received of City of Nashua for light- 
ing ‘I’. F. bridge, 
State Treasurer, Railroad 


tax, 

State Treasurer, Insurance 
tax, 

State Treasurer, Savings 
Bank tax, 


Literary Fund, 
Joseph Fuller, for timber, 


$38 OV 


206%. 20 


934 53 
104 85 
1 80 
——— $1,289, 93 


4 
TOWN EXPENSES. 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


Paid Batchelder & Baker, labor on 


Mill bridge, $92 17 
Joseph Fuller, labor and stone 
for Mill bridge, 49 90 


D. & F. Chase, plank for bridges, 24 80 
Melendy Bros., timber and South- 


ern pine stringers for bridge, of 64 
Timothy Donahoe, labor and re- 

moving ledge on highway, 26 37 
red Steele, labor and stone for 

bridge near file factory, 100 00 
Jackson KE. Greeley, labor on high- 

way and Senter bridge, 15 00 
C. W. Spalding, labor and stone 

for Marsh bridge, 10 00 
Charles Steele, labor on highway, 8 00 
J.C. MeDonald, use. of derrick 

at Mill bridge, 7 30 
Joseph Fuller, drawing derrick, 1 50 
Mark Batchelder, labor at Mill 

bridge, 5 50 
Fred Steele, labor and stone at 

Mill bridge, 8 00 
Melendy Bros., plank for T. F. 

bridge, pes 
KE. F. Eayrs, sawing lumber for . 

bridge, 3 90 
Israel W. Young, labor on high- 

way, 9 30 


N. P. Webster, spikes for railing 
and bridge, 

Barr & Co., oil and lanterns for 
T. F. bridge, 57 10 

Jas. Carnes, lighting ‘T. F. bridge 
year ending March 1, 1877, 40 00 


look 
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Paid John Gillis, snowing T. F. bridge 
year ending March 1, 1877, $18 90 
John Gillis, labor on highway and 
repairing T. I’. bridge, 9 50 
_J. F. Pollard, plank for bridges, 13 87 
N. P. Webster, non-resident high- 


way tax worked out, T 02 
8. D. treeley, non-resident high- 

way tax worked out, 42 62 
Mary E. Towle, material for re- 

pairing highway, 2 10 
David Clement, public watering 

trough, 3 00 
©. W. Spalding, public watering 

trough, 3 00 
J. K. Wheeler, public watering 

trough, 3 00 
J. K. Armstrong, public watering 

trough in 1875, | 3 00 


-- $609 98 


BREAKING Roaps In 1876-7. 


Paid John Gillis, 75 
Tyler Thomas, 14 37 
Henry Butler, 5 62 
Reuben P. Smith, 8 93 
Warren Hill, 28 82 
B. H. Kidder, 46 34 
Peter Willard, 18 00 
Hiram Cross, IL-1 
G. W. Trow, 1 665 
J. N. Corliss, 13° 78 
Timothy Donahoe, 25 95 
G. W. Jaquith, 2 64 
W. H. Beebe, 18 80 
H. T. Colburn, 5 00 


$200 77 
I. W. Young in 1872-3, 4 8) 4 80 


6 
INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 


Paid M. V. B. Greene, printing town 


reports for 1875, $6 32 
John Sullivan, over-assessment of 
taxes in L875, 1 80 


J. B. Fassett, for Nashua Fire 
Insurance Co., deposit note, cost 


and interest, 1858, 52 09 
J. H. Thurber, insurance on T. 
F’. bridge, TS 00 


M. V. B. Greene, assessors’, high- 
way surveyors and collector’s 


books, | 11 00 
William Melvin, putting in cellar 
wall at Cutter house, 12 00 


Kimball Webster, land damage 
for land taken in straightening 
highway, 20 00 
Joseph Fuller, land damage for 
land taken in straightening 
highway, 30 00 
James Emery, land for material 
for repairing and straightening 
highway, 40 00 
Newton Colburn, damage for per- 
sonal injuries sustained by his 
wife, caused by defective high- 


way, 175 00 
James Emery, wood and oil for 

Town House, 3 16 
Kimball Webster, surveying road 

and measuring land, 3 00 


S. D. Greeley, paying State and 

County tax and printing tax 
bill, 6, Lit 

_N.P. Webster, abatement of tax- 
es in 1875, 8 50 
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Paid S. D. Greeley, abatement of tax- 


es in 1876, $3 46 
J. G. Walker, marriage record 
book, 1 50 


Harry H. Wheeler, damage to 
carriage on highway near Kim- 
ball Webster’s, 1 78 
Joseph F. Annis, damage to carriage 
and harness on highway near 


Peter Willard’s, a 00 
J. K. Wheeler, recording deed, 

stationery and postage, 7 is 
M. V. B. Greene, printing check 

list, 5 00 


TOWN OFFICERS, 1875. 


Paid N. P. Webster, Co.lector 1875, 
balance in full, $26 64 


TOWN OFFICERS, 1876. 


Paid J. G. Walker, Town Clerk, $15 OG 

G. W. Trow, Assessor and Se- 
lectman, 40 006 

J. M. Thompson, Assessor and 
Selectman, 65 00 

J. K Wheeler, Assessor and Se- 
lectman, 100 00 


J.G. Walker, fown Treasurer, 20 00 
S. D. Greeley, Collector, part pay- 

ment, 70 00 
D. Q. Smith, School Committee, 50 00 


Gol8 47 


$26 64 


$360 00 


$326 64 


g 
NOTES PAID. 


Paid Betsey Baldwin, part of note and 
interest, $165 17 
Joseph Hardy, note and interest, 921 11 


——+ $1,086 28 


SCHOOL MONEY. 


Paid Obadiah F. Smith, Dist. No. 1 
Joseph F. Pollard, “ 2p Oa ee 
Adams F. Warren, “ OO Os) ee 
Mark Batcheldor, ‘‘ CO ee 
Andrew J. Smith, ‘ 66 Oo. ed ee 
Nathan P. Webster, “ ‘16, 1 ee 
Alphonzo Robinson, * (ee 
Silas Hills, 66 OOF eae 


Jackson E. Greeley, ‘ 9, ee 
John L. Senter, Se 10 i a 


STATE AND COUNTY TAX. 


Paid State tax, $1,428 00 
County tax, 809 32 


oe 


EXPENSES OF POOR. 


Paid relief of Luke Burns, $93 75 


relief of James Cutter, 53 te 
Michael O’Neil, board and lodg- 
ing tramps, 20 25 
J. K. Wheeler, relief transient 
paupers, 2 00 


, $149 31 


$1 386 96 


$2,237 82. 


$169 73 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Paid on account highwaysand bridges, 
Breaking roads in 1876-7, 
Breaking roads in 1872-8, 
Incidental expenses, 

Salaries town officers in 1875, 

Salaries town officers in 1876, 

Expenses of poor, 

School money, 

Notes and interest, 

State and County tax, 

Total amount of orders drawn for 
the year ending M’ch 1, 1877, 


DOG TAX. 


Am’t of dog tax assessed April, 1876, 
Abated, 


Outstanding orders drawn on the Trea- 
surer for damage to sheep, paya- 
ble on or after March 13, 1877. 

James Ford, 

Silas Hills, 

G. W. Trow, 

J. KE. Greeley, 


LIABILITIES. 
Demand NOTEs. 


Betsey Baldwin, 

Martha W. Marsh, 

Louisa A. Smith, 

John Webster, 

Emeline Cummings, guard., 


£609 
200 

4 
518 
26 
360 
169 
1,386 
1,086 
2,237 


$124 
, 


817 
68 
T 
15 


98 
TT 
80 
4T 
64 
00 
73 
96 
28 
32 


00 
00 


00 
00 
00 
00 


$6,600 95 


SI 


99 


teed avd 


> 


00 


it 


—__ $1025 00 


$165 
210 
287 
526 
1,615 


62 
Lt 
57 
29 
40 
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Amory Burnham, two notes, 3,810 05 
Charles H. Newcomb, two notes, 1,419 08 


Total amount of notes, Bad 
Dog tax, 
Due School District No. 3, $44 40 
66 «< 66 66 5, 48 94 
Total liabilities, 
ASSETS. 
Notes Due THE Town. 

J. EK. & C. E. Senter, $800 25 
Joseph Fuller, 1 ea 
City of Nashua, lighting T. F. bridge, 

year ending Mar. Ist, 1877, 48 55 
Due from 8. D. Greeley, Collector, in- 

terest not included, 812 18 
Cash in Treasury, 1,545 30 
Total Assets, — 


Actual debt of town, 


Decrease of debt for the year ending 
March 1, 1877, 


$7,534 18 
122 00 


$93 34 


$7,749 52 


$3,343 38 


$4406 14 


$358 30 


J. KIMBALL WHEELER, 


J. M. THOMPSON, 
G. W. TROW. 


Selectmen of Hudson. 


TREASURERS REPORT. 


To cash in Treasury, March 1, 1876, $1,393 08 
“« « from Selectmen, $39 80 
“« « from State Treasurer, Insur- 
ance tax, 4 50 
Railroad tax, 206 25 
Savings Bank tax, 934 538 
Literary Fund, 104 85 
N. P. Webster, bal. of tax 
for 1874-75, 1,368 03 
N. P. Webster, interest, © 78 49 
S. D. Greeley, Collector, 4,125 05 
S. D. Greeley, interest, T 67 
= $6,869 17 
Total receipts, $8,262 25 
Paid 123 Treasury orders for the year 
ending March 1, 1877, $6,600 95 


Outstanding orders drawn on the 
Treasury for damage to domes- 
tic animals by dogs, payable on 


or after March 15, 1876, 116 00 
Total Treasury orders, ——-——— $6,716 95 
Cash in Treasury March 1, 1877, $1,545 30 


JAMES G. WALKER, 
Treasurer for the Town of Hudson. 
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We have this day examined the foregoing accounts of 
James G. Walker, Town Treasurer, and find them correctly 
cast and each payment properly vouched. 

J. K. WHEELER, 
J. M. THOMPSON, 
G. W. TRGats 
Selectmen of Hudson. 
Hupson, Marca 1, 1877. 
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SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


DISTRICT NO. i. 


Both terms of this school were taught by Miss Amelia P. 
Scott, a resident of the district. Although not as large as 
in some former years, it contains several who rank well in 
scholarship. The appearance of the school, when visited, 
was quite satisfactory, and the examination at the close of 
each term indicated that a good amount of thorough work 
had been accomplished by teacher and scholars. The art 
of Drawing was pursued successfully by several, and many 
fine specimens were exhibited. The class in Grammar sus- 
tained a criticism which did credit to themselves and teach- 
er; — a fact which can be said of only a small number of 
our schools. No branch seemed to be neglected, yet some 
of the Reading classes were defective, particularly in rapid- 
ity and correct articulation. Miss S. seems well adapted 
for this school, so long as her mild and persuasive mode of 
government is sufficient to preserve good order. 


id 
DISTRICT NO. 2. 


Teacher, Summer and Winter, Miss Josephine M. Mel- 
vin. This school is composed of a good number of pupils 
of nearly the same age. Miss M.is a teacher of some ex- 
perience, and manifests a commendable degree of interest 
in her work. The order, considering the age and number 
of the scholars, was quite good, an element indispensable 
in every school; and in its preservation every teacher 
should exercise judgment and discrimination in the choice 
of those modes of punishment which will receive public ap- 
proval. Active, well understood recitations in all of the 
branches were noticeable at each visit of the committee. 
The elements of Drawing received some attention. Long 
may Miss M. continue in this honorable work. 


DISTRICT NO. 38. 


Teacher, Summer term, Miss Mary E. Wheeler. Miss 
W. having previously taught in this district, a certificate 
was granted, though quite reluctantly. Deficient in men- 
tal discipline, energy and tact, traceable in part, possibly, 
to feeble health, the result of her labors were not satisfac- 
tory; yet there was evidence that she desired to do her 
duty, and some progress wus made. 

Winter term, Miss Clara E. Spofford of Pelham.  Pos- 
sessing dignity and good qualifications, Miss 8S. succeeded 
admirably, considering the small number of scholars and 
her own inexperience. A little more practice will enable 
her to perfect her methods of teaching and governing, and 
place her in the front rank of teachers. All the classes ac- 
quitted themselves with honor at the examination. 


DISTRICT NO. 4. 
Both terms were taught by Mrs. A. O. Turner, a resident 
of the district. Having been successful in a private school 


in the spring of ’76,a favorable introduction was presented 
to the Prudential Committee for her employment in the 


i el ie i i ee 
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district school. She is a teacher of large experience, hav- 


ing taught sixty-four mouths. The Summer term was or- 
dinarily prosperous, closing with a very creditable exami- 
nation ; the mode of instruction being to aid scholars in 
their studies only so far as to stimulate them to self exertion ; 
and, as a result, the studious portion of the school acquired 
agood amount of mental discipline. The Winter term was 
commenced under embarrassing circumstances, prejudices 
having arisea which seemed to multiply as the term ad- 
vanced. ‘Teacher and scholar feeling the depressing influ- 
ence of the disaffection, conjoined with bad travelling and 
much sickness during the latter half of the term, — thereby 
preventing the usual review-——the closing exercises were 
not particularly pleasing; yet gave indications that the 
teacher had endeavored to be faithful. The classes in 
Arithmetic, Reading and Spelling gave evidence of thor- 
ough instruction. A little more sprightliness and less de- 
lays on the part of the teacher would not have been amiss. 
If the intelligent parents of this district, and others like- 
wise, would visit the school-room more frequently, see for 
themselves what is being done, administer a stimulant by 
giving a word of encouragement to teacher and pupils, rich 
harvests would be gathered instead of mere stubble. Con- 
stant grumbling over imaginary or real imperfections of 
ieachers, especially m the presence of children, is sufficient 
to crush the noblest aspirations and render nugatory the 
best directed labors of the most perfect teacher. 


DISTRICT NO. od. 


Miss Linnie F. Butler, a resident of the district, has been 
instructor four successive terms. ‘The pupils of this school 
are generally well disposed, studious and scholarly. The 
teacher labored with fidelity, which was apparently recipro- 
cated by the scholars. It is pleasant to record a growing 
interest in the study of Grammar, a branch quite too much 
neglected in most of our schools. Teachers should be ready 
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and willing at all times to correct inaccuracies of speeeh in 
conversing with thei pupils, and eschew the use of low, un- 
grammatical, “homespun expressions.” The young may 
thus practically acquire purity of expression by habit, even 
when the science is omitted asa study. The classes in. 
Mental and Written Arithmetic, also in Grammar and Al- 
gebra, deserve credit for the interest manifested. 


DISTRICT NO. 6. 


Both terms were taught by Miss Ida F. Avery of London- 
derry. 

This school, at present, is in most respects very similar to 
the one last described. About the right kind of feeling 
seemed to exist between parent, teacher and scholar, which 
rendered rather more than ordinary success comparatively 
easy and sure. 

Many teachers are faulty in not exacting positive, decisive 
answers from their pupils, but by hints and nods aid them 
in accomplishing a good amount of guess work, thus acting 
as amere prop to the scholar. Ihe examinations were quite 
good, especially in Arithmetic, Grammar and Algebra, but 
would have been much more interesting to the auditors if 
delivered with more force of utterance, a fault which we 
hope may be speedily remedied. A good amount of atten- 
tion was given to Reading, Writing and Spelling. 


DISTRICT NO. 7. 


The Summer term was taught by Miss Mattie R. Smith of 
this town, the Winter term by Miss Annie E. Hills of 
Windham. Both of these teachers are quite young, pos- 
sessing but little experience in the art of teaching, but each 
succeeded in gaining the good will and confidence of their 
pupils, and co-operation of the parents ; and, being naturally 
ambitious, with a strong desire to succeed, they performed 
a good amount of work in a systematic manner. The reci- 
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tations were accurate and seemingly well understood. Some 
of the pupils in this school are backward in Reading and 
other branches, but are susceptibie of becoming good schol- 
ars by patient, persevering effort. 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 


Summer term, Miss Annie E. Hills. Winter term, Miss 
Ellen Hills of Windham. The number, age and _attain- 
ments of the pupils of this district enable the formation of 
interesting classes in nearly all of the branches pursued. 
The teacher of the Summer term, although it was her first 
attempt at teaching, succeeded admirably in organizing and 
conducting the school to a successful termination, and, we 
believe, to the general satisfaction of all interested. 

The teacher of the Winter term has had some experi- 
ence, and the advantage of several months training in the 
Normal school of Salem, Mass. Many of her good quali- 
ties as a teacher may doubtless be attributed to this cause. 
It is presumable that all young teachers have weaknesses 
which experience and maturity of judgment alone can rem- 
edy. In logical accuracy, Miss H. is a model teacher. The 
appearance of the school at the examination was in all re- 
spects creditable to teacher and pupils. 


DISTRICT NO. 9. 


Teachers, Summer term, Miss Paulina Avery. Winter, 
Miss May A. Follansbee, both of Londonderry. This is 
quite an interesting school, though in scholarship some of 
the pupils are rather backward, the result, probably, of Itm- 
ited advantages, which can be remedied by persevering ef- 
fort on the part of parent, teacher and scholar. This was 
the first appearance of these young ladies as teachers. 
Each seemed to be ambitious of success, and labored with 
diligence and earnestness, though perhaps not always to the 
best advantage, as is the case with most young teachers. 
Nevertheless, good improvement was apparent in both 
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terms by most of the classes, and the efforts of the teachers 
seemed to meet the approval of a large portion of the dis- 
trict. We have no hesitancy in saying that no person 
should presume to teach in our public schools until they 
have acquired a complete knowledge of, at least, the rudi- 
mentary principles of all the branches required to be 
taught. 


DISTRICT NO. 10. 


The Summer term was taught by Miss Flora Jones of 
Nashua, a teacher of some experience, possessing a good 
amount of enthusiasm and good qualifications. The school 
was quite small, yet there was action and a tolerable amount 
of interest. Unfortunately, sickness prevented her finishing 
the term, and there was no examination. 

The Winter term was taught by Miss 8. J. Coburn of 
Nashua. Miss C. has previously taught in town, is amiable 
and perhaps ordinarily qualified, but she failed in order, in 
execution of her work, being deficient in tact, and quite too 
easy and sluggish to beget much interest in so small a 
school of rather dull scholars, although several times 
prompted by the Committee. Possibly a much larger school 
would act asa healthy incentive to more vigorous action. 
The school being generally regarded as a failure, the Pru- 
dential Committee very judiciously brought the term to a 
premature close, and there was no examination. | 

Much valuable information can be obtained from the fol- 
lowing statistical table : 


Number of Term.. 


Length of School in Weeks. 


Whole Number of Scholars. 


Average Attendance. 


: of District. 


Number between 5 and 15 


not attending School. 
No. of visits by S. S. Com. 


STATISTICAL TABLE. 


_———- 
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No. of Terms of N. School. 


No. of Scholars neither Ab- 
sent nor Tardy. 


ee Se en EE ne oy 


| 
iat ss #5 ts) To 
% of visits by Prud. Com.) “ | 
Visits by Citizens. pert OO 1n mom +a ioe) VeEEoa x | 
NoinReading [QE QSVQ™Raemonwgunges @| 
eee (2S ORL? HLe EY NS owreew 4 
Penmanship. OSCE rs 9 90 0 Pe oO 20 ms c 20 a ua i | 
ae | eR EEEEEE LI. | 
Geography. —  Janouownagannacongbon © | 
Grammar. [Rate mMAnRaTOoM TRAN | 
Composition . [PWonmt 0g owaamn he” 
History. } m Ne ime mm im baie "| 
Physiology. 13h ~ ee on c e) > 
Drawing. |~n a + © 
Other Studies. eat. m ee Bohan een Ua a | 
'N o. of Months Teacher has Jes a Ane WW Se | 
4 taught. Ret i, RR ey GE 5 | 
No. of Sessions of Teachers’ 
Institute attended. | a = un | 
BRE Foci. « se ares ~ a a | 
| 


Wages of Teacher per Mo. 
including Board. 
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*Register missing. 
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REMARKS. 


The State system of education is intended to afford the 
youth of the State that school instruction necessary to qua}- 
ify them for the discharge of the ordinary duties of eitizen- 
ship. There is probably no one who does not theoretically 
and intellectually know and admit the importance of our 
common school system ; but practically do we all realize it ? 
The value of our schools depends upon the manner they are 
conducted, and the efficiency of the instruction given in 
them. These two ideas may be united and expressed by 
the term “school management.” ‘Tosecure desired results 
we need | 


GOOD SCHOOL HOUSES. 


The one in the first district needs thorough renovation; 
much loss to the district is incurred by every year’s delay. 
Reference need not be particularly made to the other houses, 
as we trust the good sense of the voters in each district can 
not fail tosee the propriety of making a small annual outlay 
for preserving and rendering more neat and comfortable the 
place where their children are to reside several months in 
the year. 

Every school-room should be furnished with an Una- 
bridged Dictionary of the English language, for the use of 


teacher and scholar, a globe, and a suitable amount of good. 


blackboard surface. The latter is indispensable. The use- 
fulness of several of our teachers has been seriously im. 
peded the past year, by a deficiency in amount and kind of 
this simple and easily furnished appendage. We need 


GOOD TEACHERS 


those who have a natural or cultivated fondness for the 
work ; possessing good health, good literary qualifications, 
having a good amount of active nerve power, and willing- 
ness and ability to properly use it; for ordinarily ‘“‘as is the 
teacher, so is the school.”” The habits of the model teacher 


ie ne 
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will neither be indolent nor slattern; but will study the 
wants of each scholar, and make special preparation fur each 
day’s work in all its minutia, out of the school-room ; and no 
person should be engaged who is not willing thus to em- 
ploy their time,or be retained a single day if, from any 
cause, it is neglected. ‘Teachers must manifest a commend’ 
able degree of interest in the work, for which they are 
richly compensated by the town, if they would see it in 
their pupils. Although the majority of our teachers have 
been tolerably good workers in the school-room, if they had 
given more thought, more reflection, to their work out of it, 
we should have seen less blundering, a better system of 
teaching, more accuracy, more vivacity, more work, and of 
a better quality, and consequently better schools. Every 
year demands more skill of its workmen, and teachers 
should know that their duty does not simply cousist in ask- 
ing the questions of the text-book, and requiring the scholar 
to give the answer verbatim e¢ literatim, for thus much the 
merest tyro or ignoramus can do. Moreover, employing 
the inexperienced, uneducated, inactive class of teachers, 
simply because the school is small or backward, and they 
can be obtained at less expense, is a mistake not unfre- 
quently committed by Prudential Committees. Good teach- 
ers are lo be sought out, and, when found, retained and well 
paid for their services. Let us rather have short schools, 
with efficient teachers, than long ones with the heedless, in- 
different class. At present our schools are 


NOT WELL ORGANIZED. 


The work of organizing and classifying the schools is 
generally left to the teacher. In more than half of the 
schools, the teachers, each term, are either strangers with- 
out experience, or without the requisite information for that 
important work. The scholars classify themselves to a great 
extent. This practice, detrimental to the interests of the 
schools, should be remedied. How it shall be done is a 
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question perhaps more easily asked than answered. The 
different branches, constituting the common school course 
of study, should be introduced and studied agreeably to an 
intelligent and systematic plan regarding the development 
and progress of the child. More thorough instruction can 
be given, and the discouraging practice of beginning at the 
same place in the different studies, term after term, and 
halting at the same stopping-place at the end of each term, 
would be removed. | | 
The science of numbers, in many instances, receives pro- 
portionally too much attention ; much time, valuable to the 
scholar, being wasted upon impracticable and unimportant 
chapters, sections and puzzles contained in our Arithme- 
tics. ‘Topics and sections requiring attention should be se- 
lected and marked, thus relieving the common scholar, who 
can have at best but limited school privileges, from learning 
the second and third methods of working the same exam- 
ple, from many of the so-called contractions, the impracti- 
cable matter under complex and continued fractions, repe- 
tends, duodecimals, much in reduction and compound num- 
bers, single and double position, allegation and the progres-, 
siops. By thus saving time, the useful and practical prin- 
ciplesof Arithmetic can be well learned, and more time 
given to Reading, Writing, Spelling, History—a much neg- 
lected branch, but especially calculated to develop judgment, 
memory and imagination—and the English Language, the 
most important branch, and which is entitled to the prece- 
dence of all others. About the same thing may be said of 
Geography, much time being wasted on. the minute study 
of the geography of foreign lands, and committing to mem- 
ory names of many places that are of little importance. 
Knowledge which gives no culture must soon be forgotten, 
and is of no practical value. It is manifestly the duty of 
the Superintending Committee to assist, and, if necessary, 
to instruct the teachers in this work. The town is therefore 
the responsible parity, and should appoint a person,.or per- 
sons, willing and competent to perform the duty. No meth- 
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od or system can be utilized successfully unless adopted, at 
least, several successive terms ; and this seems quite imprac- 
ticable, while we follow the practice of making frequent 
changes of teachers and committee; as such changes are 
quite incompatible with a healthful, pregressive advance- 
anent. 


TEXT BOOKS. 


A change has been made in Geography the past season 
for reasons that must be obvious to all reflecting minds. 
No other change ueed be made, probably, for a series of 
years. 


HISTORY. 


The following extract is from an address written by an 
eminent New England teacher: ‘The time has come when 
the history of the American people should be one of the in- 
dispensable studies in every common school. It should be 

linked with the geography lesson at every point, that the 
child may realize the growth of every portion of the country. 
A readable treatise on American History, thoroughly illus- 
trated, should be put into the hands of the pupils as soon as 
he can read intelligently, and never leave his desk until the 
day of graduation. The character and deeds of the noble 
dead should become as familiar as household words. The 
charms of music and art, so far as the school-room allows, 
should awaken the love of country, and inspire the patriotic 
power of the children ; and through all should be enforced 
the great lesson of American life—that we are what God 
has permitted us to become, because of the character of the 
wisest and noblest who have gone before us; that every de- 
parture from the law of Christian morality has scored itself 
in war aud calamity ; that only by repentance and bloody 
atonement have we been saved from national ruin.’? With- 
out doubt the primary object to be secured by study is men- 
tal training ; but a subject which yields discipline, and at 
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the same time stores the mind with useful knowledge, de- 
serves, if not to be preferred, at least to be placed in the front 
rank. History gives discipline and knowledge, is eminent 
ly practical, making its possessor more intelligent, wiser 
and happier. 

A knowledge of our history would do much to correct 
the present tendency to sensational and vulgar reading, by 
making our young people able to read and enjoy the best 
portions of our newspapers, as well as books of real value. 
It would also tend very strongly to promote virtue by early 
fixig in the mind great exemplifications of it ; and not only 
virtue, but patriotism. The attention of the public is re- 
spectfully called to the subject, as there seems to be a grow- 
mg indifference to it, as may be seen from the table. 


DRAWING. 


Popular education is undergoing a decided change 
throughout the world, a change that is adapting it to the 
new aud urgent demands of the age. This manifests itself 
in the pruning of the hitherto recognized studies, — dis- 
carding the effete and useless portions, adding new branches 
to the required course of study,— and especially in the 
rapidly growing attention which is given to industrial edu- 
cation, based on science and art. From the example of 
Wuropean governments and its results, Americans may 
learn much that is profitable, if they will. Drawing is the 
art of representing the appearance or figure of objects on a 
plain surface by means of lines and shades. The object is 
not picture making, simply. Although very generally re- 
garded as an ornamental study, of little use in practical life, 
it is, nevertheless, an essential branch of general education. 
It is useful in every department of business and in every 
condition in life; it is, in itself, an expressive language, 
easily depicting to the eye what no words, however well 
chosen, can represent; is the best means of cultivating the 


power and habit of accurate observation, and of developing. 
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the perception and the love of the beautiful in nature and 
art; ‘“‘is indispensable for the architect, the engraver, the 
engineer, the designer, the draughtsman, the moulder, the 
machine builder, and the head mechanic of every craft ;” 
it gives a training to the eye and hand which everybody 
needs; is a special help in teaching writing as “ without 
drawing there can be no writing.’ It is calculated to af- 
ford invaluable aid to the inventive genius of our people ; 
and is an instrument for illustration in teaching which 
should be in every teacher’s hands, and which, if properly 
taught, will more than compensate for the time it takes in 
facilitating instruction in other branches. _A noted super- 
intendent of public schools in Massachusetts says: ‘“ While 
1 would advocate the claims of this branch, first and fore- 
most, on the high ground of its value as a disciplinary instru- 
mentality, as a means of general culture, as affording a 
training necessary and desirable for every individual with- 
out regard to his destination ia life, yet its positive value in 
dollars and cents to a people like ours, largely devoted to 
industrial pursuits, is by no means to be ignored.” This 
branch has been successfully pursued in a few of the 
schools, particularly in No. 1. 

It is quite evident that the time is not far distant when it 
will be required to be taught by law, as it now is in many 
of the cities and larger towns of the State, and all who 
purpose to teach should avail themselves of the various op- 
portunities afforded for improvement, so that in proper time 
they will be ready for work. It is the opinion of candid 
men who have experience in art education, that school 
teachers who possess good natural endowments, and have 
received the average amount of discipline and culture nec- 
essary to prepare them for their position and work, can, by 
their own energies, qualify themselves to teach the elements 
of this branch. To stimulate and encourage teachers in 
this department of labor is the only apology for dwelling 
somewhat extensively upon this topic. 
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In conclusion, fellow citizens, let us cling to our common 
school system with rigid tenacity, ever ready to resist with 
firmness every indication which has a tendency to destroy 
its usefulness and power ; as it is the great bulwark upon 
which hangs the perpetuity of our republican form of gov- 
ernment. 


D. O. SMITH, 
Superintending School Committee. 
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